Dog Bite Prevention
Nearly 4.5 million Americans are bitten by dogs each year and half of those cases involve
children. One in five dog bites result in injuries that are serious enough to require medical
attention. These statistics are not meant to scare anyone but they can help us open our eyes to
the prevention of dog bites.
Dog bites are a serious problem for both people and other dogs. Dogs can be
unpredictable and any dog can bite no matter how big, small, friendly, outgoing or laid back they
appear to be. Either gender or sexually altered dogs are equally capable inflicting a bite. Also
breed does not play a role; a Pitbull, Golden Retriever or Labrador Retriever is just as likely to bite as a Chihuahua or Shih
Tzu. There are several different reasons a dog will bite:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

as a reaction to something
if they find themselves in a stressful or unfamiliar situation
if they are defending themselves or their territory
if they feel scared, startled, or threatened
if they are protecting something that is important to them such as their puppies, food or a toy
if they are not feeling well

The ways to prevent a dog bite if you are a dog owner start before you even get a dog. First avoid getting a dog
as an impulse buy. Make sure you are ready for a dog and then do some research on what type of breed would be best
for you. Once you know what breed would fit your lifestyle and household find a reputable breeder for that type of dog.
Purchasing a dog from a pet store can mean that the dog came from a “puppy mill” and typically these puppies have not
been properly socialized from an early age on.
Once you get your new dog start to work on socializing them by exposing them to different people, different size
and breeds of other dogs, places and environments. The more they are exposed to at a young age the well-rounded they
will be as an adult. If the puppy seems apprehensive in any given situation you should procede slowly and give them
time to adjust in a positive manner.
Another way to prevent dogs from biting is to work on and master the basic commands (come, sit, and stay) for
your dog. It is best to start out in a quiet area where your puppy can concentrate solely on you. Then once they have
the command mastered in that environment challenge them in situations that can be distracting to the dog. This will
further reinforce the command for the dog and will allow you to be confident that they will respond to your commands
under any situation. It will also reinforce that you are the one in charge and they need to respect that.
Keep your dog up to date on their vaccinations, especially their rabies vaccine. To comply with state or
municipal ordinances maintain annual licensing of your dog per local requirements. Having your dog spayed or neutered
will reduce the dog’s urge to roam and the potential for the dog to bite a stranger. When you are out with your dog with
in public it is advisable to keep them on a 4-6 foot leash for best control. If you perceive that your dog seems
uncomfortable in a situation remove them from the source of discomfort. Later you can always return to that
environment and work on getting your dog to relax and accept things better . The main thing for a dog owner to
remember in dog bite prevention is to have a dog that respects you and your authority and to keep your dog happy and
up to date on their vaccines.
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It is also important for all people in general to actively try to prevent dog bites in the first place. In a lot of
situations the circumstances of the bite could have easily been prevented if the human had taken a little more caution.
You should never approach a dog that you do not know especially if they are confined in a yard or in a car. Do not
interrupt an unfamiliar dog while eating, sleeping, chewing on a toy or caring for puppies. These situations can all lead to
dog bites because the dog is protecting something that is important to them. Also watch the dogs’ body language. This
can be hard to do because reading dogs can be difficult of you are unfamiliar with their body language. Work with your
children to teach them about dog bites and how to prevent them. The ASPCA created a pledge that you can teach your
children to teach them about dog bites.
1. I will not stare into a dog's eyes.
2. I will not tease dogs behind fences.
3. I will not go near dogs chained up in yards.
4. I will not touch a dog I see loose (off-leash) outside.
5. If I see a loose dog, I will tell an adult immediately.
6. I will not run and scream if a loose dog comes near me.
7. I will stand very still (like a tree), and will be very quiet if a dog comes near me.
8. I will not touch or play with a dog while he or she is eating.
9. I will not touch a dog when he or she is sleeping.
10. I will only pet a dog if I have received permission from the dog's owner.
11. Then I will ask permission of the dog by letting him sniff my closed hand.
If you do find yourself in situation where you think a dog will bite back away slowly, try not to scream and do not
turn your back on a dog. Also do not run, this makes you appear to be similar to a prey animal and will play into their
predator/ prey instincts. Try to remain motionless with your hands at your sides and avoid eye contact with the dog.
Once you notice that the dog is losing interest in you start to slowly back away. If this does not work and a dog is
approaching you find something that you can “feed” the dog such as your jacket, purse or bag and if you fall to the
ground curl up into a ball with your hands over your face and ears. In that situation it can be very hard but it is important
to try to remain motionless and to not scream. If you are bitten by a dog wash the area with warm soapy water and seek
medical attention as soon as possible.
Even with this information dog bites can still happen. Dogs make great companions but because we can’t speak
their language and they can’t speak ours they have a hard time telling us when something is wrong or bothering them
and this can lead to bites. Using all of the above information can help reduce the likelihood of a dog bite and can make
your experience with your canine companion a better and stronger one.
If you have any further questions about dog bites please feel free to contact us at (920) 668-6212 or send us an
email at info@cgvet.com. You can also learn more about dog bites at http://www.aspca.org/pet-care/dog-care/dogbite-prevention, https://www.avma.org/public/pages/Dog-Bite-Prevention.aspx and
https://www.avma.org/public/Pages/Teaching-children-about-dog-bite-prevention.aspx.
If you are interested in bringing a dog into your family but unsure what breed is best for you check out the
following website that can help you choose. http://www.animalplanet.com/breed-selector/dog-breeds.html,
http://www.pedigree.com/All-Things-Dog/Select-A-Dog/BreedMatch.aspx and http://www.iams.com/dog-breedselector.
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To learn more about canine body language go to the following sites, http://www.lovewagsatail.com/dogs-bodylanguage-in-santa-photos/ and http://moderndogmagazine.com/articles/how-read-your-dogs-body-language/415.
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