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LET’S TALK ABOUT TWINS
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Identification of twins is important
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Antibiotics in Food Animals: An Update
Keep your eyes set on California

In the last Newsletter, we updated everyone on the impacts of the new VFD rules that will go into effect in 2017.
For the foreseeable future, the only change in antibiotic regulation for farmers in Wisconsin should be the VFD rules.
However, farmers should keep a close eye on the situation going on in California. Two new laws were signed in
California that banned the over-the-counter sale of all antibiotics that have human medical importance. This
means running to Fleet Farm for a bottle of tetracycline or penicillin will be a thing of the past for farmers in that
state. Antibiotics may only be used under veterinary guidance to control or treat existing disease when the
veterinarian has determined that the animal is at increased risk of infection. These regulations in California match
many of the bans already in place in the European Union. What we need to take away from these new
developments is that all of us—farmers, veterinarians, nutritionists—need to work together to adhere to the new VFD
guidelines and prepare for a potential future where antibiotics are further regulated than they are today.
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